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In di�cult economic circumstances,
such as we are facing now, observers
are always looking for the �green
shoots of recovery�.  Business schools
are not immune from economic
pressures, as our individual and
organisational clients su�er or as
public spending comes under pressure.  

But as each academic year begins, new and returning students
bring a real buzz to the Business School and the University.
They are our annual �green shoots�.  This year is no di�erent.  
In fact, the place seems to be more vibrant than ever.
Remaining places on our full-time undergraduate courses
went like the proverbial hot cakes over the summer.
Furthermore, we look like we will be welcoming double the
number of international students to the Business School this
year � with more than 49 countries represented. We are a heady
mix of nationalities, modes (part and full-time) and levels
(undergraduate, postgraduate, doctoral).  It all makes for an
interesting and culturally stimulating place to study and work.
It�s not only at our main Queensgate campus in Hudders�eld
that things are happening.  Our operations at University
Campus Barnsley and University Campus Oldham are
looking after record intakes of students, helping to provide
the people of those towns and surrounding areas with the
knowledge and skills they will need as the local economies
restructure in response to current and longer term
economic challenges.  Growing the capability of individuals
and communities is an important way of arresting decline
and promoting economic recovery.
And this year as a Business School we have physical, as 
well as human, signs of growth.  As I write this column the
steel framework of our new building is almost �nished.  
You can keep an eye on how it�s progressing at
www2.hud.ac.uk/uhbs/news/web_cam.php.  The builders
are well on target for completion in June 2010 �  just in time
for us to get ready for the next major in�ux of new and
returning students in September.  More green shoots!

Professor Chris Cowton
Dean of School

New beginnings
Welcome to Any Other Business,
the newsletter from the University
of Huddersfield Business School.

�As each academic year begins, new 
and returning students bring a real buzz 
to the Business School and the University.
They are our annual �green shoots�.  
This year is no different.  In fact, the place
seems to be more vibrant than ever.�
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Building for
the future�

The University of Hudders�eld was pleased
to welcome His Royal Highness The Duke
of Gloucester KG GCVO to its Queensgate
campus to unveil the Foundation Stone for
the brand new building for the Business
School on 15 October.

Work is well underway for the new Business
School building between Firth Street and
the Hudders�eld Narrow Canal. The new

build project represents the next major
building investment for the University with
an investment of over £16 million.  

Construction began with the demolition 
of the Albany Mills building. Approximately
90% of the 19th century mill will be
recycled and used in the new structure.

�The contractors will salvage
as much material as they can
from the Victorian building.
Stone and timber will be
saved and reused.�
University�s Deputy Director of Estates,
Alan Johnson.

The foundations for the new building were
soon in place and, as this article is being
written, the steel frame is being erected.  

The existing Firth Street building has 
been gutted ready for a complete
refurbishment, to which will be added a

new four-storey structure on Firth Street
and a curving wing to join the two parts,
creating an enclosed courtyard. The
expansion will add 4,000m2 to the existing
building, more than doubling 
its size.

The new building is scheduled to be ready
for students in September 2010. 

�BAM Construction have
worked with the University
before and delivered on
time, and this project has
got o� to a good start.
Everybody is very positive
about it.�
Dean of The Business School,  
Professor Chris Cowton
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Improved facilities 
for students
Professor Cowton believes the new
building will help the University deal with
growing demand for business course
places.  Classrooms will be situated mainly
on the ground, with a special facility for
Law students � including a mock court
room � on the top �oor, where they will
have spectacular views of the canal from
the roof level terrace.  The building will
also be appreciated by sta�, bringing all
the Business School�s departments
together in one building for the �rst time.

Another key feature will be a social space
called �The Street� at �rst �oor level.  
This will comprise a wide curving, glazed
corridor, with soft seating, tables, WiFi
internet access, vending facilities and
co�ee shop, where students (and sta�) 
can gather for study or relaxation.  From 
its inner curve The Street will open out
onto an outdoor terrace overlooking the
central courtyard.

Supporting the local 
economy
As far as possible the building is making
use of local contractors, suppliers and
materials to bene�t the local economy, as
well as taking sustainability considerations
fully into account.  The steel frame has
been sourced from local company Elland
Steel Structures, while the huge glazing
panels are to be designed, fabricated 
and installed by Hudders�eld-based
Dortech.  All of the timber in the
construction is sourced from accredited,
sustainable sources.  

Sustainable Features
The new Business School building will
surpass even the Creative Arts Building to
become the most environmentally friendly
building on campus.  The building is on
target to achieve a BREEAM �Very Good�
rating, a world recognised standard for
best practice in sustainable design. 

Central to the project are energy and
carbon saving considerations.  The whole
building has been designed to be energy
e�cient, incorporating state of the art
energy saving technology.

A modern Building Management System
will be installed, incorporating intelligent
controls that interface with heating,
cooling and ventilation systems to
eradicate simultaneous use, while smart
meters on electrical supplies will enable 
in-depth analysis of usage.

Ecology
Prior to commencing on site, an ecologist
was engaged to carry out a full site survey
and biodiversity review.  This has led to the
production of a Nature Conservation Site
Management Plan covering the
ecologically signi�cant areas in close
proximity to the new building, including
the Narrow Canal and the wooded area.
Ecological enhancement of the site will be
met through the planting of native shrubs
and seedlings, use of peat free composts,
the introduction of bat roosts and bird
boxes, and provision of a bat-sensitive
lighting scheme.

The new Business School is meeting the
demands from the local area and beyond.

�Business at Hudders�eld 
is a fairly large going
concern with 3,800 students
and we would like to give
them a brand new home. 
We do world-class work 
so we would like to have 
a world-class building.�
University Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Bob Cryan

Artists Impressions
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New partnership unites University 
with West Yorkshire accountancy firms
The University of Hudders�eld was pleased to
welcome the Group Finance Director and
Executive Director of Wm. Morrison
Supermarkets plc, Richard Pennycook, to
speak at the launch of a new partnership
alliance between the University accountancy
�rms in West Yorkshire. 

The Partners in Accountancy initiative is set to
be the forerunner to a long-standing
collaboration between �gown and practice�,
designed to give Hudders�eld students an
exceptional start to their accountancy careers.

Firms taking part include KPMG,
PricewaterhouseCoopers, BDO Stoy Hayward,
Baker Tilly, Grant Thornton and Kirk Newsholme

as well as local practices Wheawill and
Sudworth, Revell Ward, and Simpson Wood.

The partnership builds on established links with
many of the �rms and has been warmly received
by the accountants.  The �rms will o�er
Hudders�eld students mentoring opportunities,
provide guest lectures, and give the students
the opportunity to visit the practices.

The initiative has been introduced following the
tremendous success of a similar scheme linking
the University with law �rms, called Partners in
Law, which started 18 months ago.  Both were
the idea of successful Hudders�eld
businessman, Michael Woodhead, who is a
member of the University�s governing Council.

Says Michael: �As a businessman I am very
aware of the need for excellent, well-prepared
graduates to enter the world of work.  Under this
scheme, students bene�t from contact with
professionals working at the forefront of their
�eld, some with contacts across the globe.�

Vice-Chancellor of the University, Professor Bob
Cryan, explains: �The University of Hudders�eld
is committed to ensuring our graduates are
well-prepared for the world of work.  Given the
current economic circumstances this
commitment is more important than ever.  
The Partners in Accountancy scheme will help
the next generation of accountants be better
prepared as they continue their careers.�

� Pictured: Richard Pennycook is
pictured with the University’s Head
of Accountancy, Wilma Teviotdale.
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Law graduate Jaz Thapar liked the
University of Hudders�eld so much she
now has four quali�cations from the
institution. �I�ve run out of courses for
the present, but I could well go back to
do a PhD!�

Jaz is now a solicitor with Coventry-based
law �rm Alsters Kelley, specialising in all
aspects of family law. �Being a solicitor was
something I wanted to do ever since I was a
teenager. I was dead set on it. I come from a
family of medics � no one had done law
before. My career plan was always to do my
A Levels, do a law degree, become a
solicitor. And I�ve achieved it!�

Originally from Leeds, Jaz decided that she
needed to avoid the temptations of the big
city when choosing a university so she 
could concentrate on her degree work. 
�I hadn�t been to Hudders�eld before but
took to it straight away and ended up
spending ten years there, as a student and
then working at specialist family law �rm
Parker Bird Gardner. I only left last July and
still go back to see friends � and visit the
Pink Cadillac clothes store. 

�One of the things that really stands out 
for me about the Law School is the
approachability of the staff; they give you
lots of support and assistance. But they 
are also good at making sure you get 
your head down and complete the work. 
Dr Richards, the Head of the School, was
certainly influential in making me more
determined to achieve my goals. And Dr
Lynne Foxcroft was a constant source of
support, not only during my time at
University but also during the development
of my career. I will be eternally grateful for
everything she did.�

Once she had completed her undergraduate
degree in 2001, Jaz stayed on to do an MA in
Health Care Law. She explains, �I had really
enjoyed one of the undergraduate modules on
the subject and wanted to study it further. I
then stayed on to do the Legal Practice Course
and started work as a solicitor in the town �
just round the corner from the University. I
went on to complete a Master of Laws.�

Through her work at Parker Bird Gardner, Jaz
developed her interests in family law, making
connections with local organisations working
in women�s aid, domestic violence, and
asylum and immigration. 

The committed advocate

�One of the things that really stands
out for me about the Law School is
the approachability of the sta�; 
they give you lots of support and
assistance. But they are also good 
at making sure you get your head
down and complete the work.� 

�ONE OF OUR PROJECTS WAS TO SET UP DROP-IN SESSIONS AT
KRAFT (KIRKLEES REFUGEES AND FRIENDS TOGETHER) AND I�M
KEEN TO DEVELOP THIS TYPE OF SERVICE IN COVENTRY,
TAKING A PROACTIVE ROLE IN RAISING AWARENESS IN THE
LOCAL COMMUNITY. AND LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, I DON�T
THINK THE UNIVERSITY HAS SEEN THE LAST OF ME!�
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Top marks for student satisfaction
The Business School is again celebrating
excellent results in the 2009 
National Student Survey (NSS).

The survey is an annual review of student
satisfaction carried out by the Government�s
university funding agency, the Higher
Education Funding Council for England.

Marketing students at the University of
Hudders�eld rated their courses the best in
Yorkshire and Humberside in the 2009
NSS. The marketing subject area at
Hudders�eld received an overall
satisfaction rating of 90% in the
con�dential survey carried out amongst

�nal year students at all universities 
across the UK.

Glynis Jones, Marketing Lecturer said: 
�The results re�ect the fact that we are
very student-focused.  We have a great
relationship with our students and they 
know that we are always there to give
support when it is needed.�

There were also top marks for Human
Resource Management which provided 
the top results in that subject area for the
Yorkshire and Humberside region,
receiving a 93% overall satisfaction rating,
and were placed 3rd nationally. 

�I am very pleased with the results which
demonstrate just how really hard we have
worked to ensure an incredibly positive
student experience�, said Janet Handley,
Head of Department for Leadership and
Management.

Students rated personal development
opportunities, academic support and the
organisation and management of the
courses amongst other �elds in the survey.

�I am very pleased with the results which
demonstrate just how really hard we have
worked to ensure an incredibly positive
student experience�
Janet Handley, Head of Department for Leadership and Management.


