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Timeline

When? What?

Year 12 Research, Open Days, HE Fairs

September Y13 Apply for course

October Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Vet Science

October to January School deadline/UCAS deadlineOctober to January School deadline/UCAS deadline

Open ended Interviews and offers

January - June Apply for financial support; UCAS Extra

August Results

August Clearing

September/October Enrol at University 



What to study

50,000+ courses in over 300 locations

What do you enjoy?  What are you good at? Career aspirations?

Is a particular qualification needed for a specific  career?

• Teaching, Architecture, Law, NHS professions

• Professional accreditation 

Do you meet entry requirements?
• Is a specific grade/subject required?

• Refer to UCAS, or university prospectus

• Work experience – vital for some courses

• Portfolio of work for Art and Design courses

• Auditions for Performing Arts



Most specialise in one subject, but may be able to combine: 
Joint Honours (50/50 split) or Major/Minor (75/25)

Sandwich courses
• Vocational courses that include a year within industry

Things to think about

• Vocational courses that include a year within industry

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Law

• Could be extra pre-entry tests (eg. UKCAT, BMAT, LNAT)



The UCAS Tariff

Some universities ask for points instead of grades

Grade A*/A 140/120 pts

Grade B 100 pts

Grade C 80 pts

Grade D 60 ptsGrade D 60 pts

Grade E 40 pts

BTEC Diploma DDD 360 pts

MMM 240 pts

PPP 120 pts

Many other qualifications and grades – see UCAS website 



Where to study

Some key considerations:
• Home or Away
• Town, city or campus
• Traditional or modern
• University or college
• Cost

Each university is unique                                                                                   Each university is unique                                                                                   
All offer a different portfolio of courses, so thin k:
• Accommodation
• Teaching and research facilities
• IT and library provision
• Sports
• Student Union and Welfare
• Niche subjects



How to Apply for your Course

Apply online through UCAS
1 September to 15 January BUT each school/college has own deadline
Exceptions: Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science: 15 October

Art and Design courses
Important things to note
• Can apply for maximum of 5 courses (Medicine, Dentistry & Vet Sc – 4)• Can apply for maximum of 5 courses (Medicine, Dentistry & Vet Sc – 4)
• Can apply for more than one course at the same university
• Gap year?  Can defer entry
• Application can be tracked online
• £11 for one course choice, £22 for 2-5 
• One application to cover all choices 
• UCAS sends application to choices for you



What happens next?

Once application is made:
• Interviews and visit days – some courses will make direct offers
• Conditional and unconditional offers
• Applicants are asked to commit to two offers:

� Firm acceptance
� Insurance acceptance� Insurance acceptance

• Declining and withdrawing

No offers?
• UCAS Extra – can apply for remaining places, 

one course at a time
• Clearing – August – apply for remaining places



How parents can help
• Talk!  - course choice, staying at home/moving away

• If taking gap year, encourage productive use of it 
• Help with travel to Open Days etc

• Look at accommodation costs and schedules

• Teach them to cook and to use the washing     
machine (!)

• Ensure they understand cheques, paying in • Ensure they understand cheques, paying in 
cash, direct debits, overdrafts, utility bills,                      
budgeting

• Insurance, TV Licence
• Course equipment, bedding, cutlery, computer
• Disability support – apply in good time
• Homesick?
• Consider help with mobile phone/internet/Skype 



What your son/daughter can do now

• Teachers/Careers staff/library
• UCAS Guide/website
• Directgov/Student Finance England
• Prospectuses• Prospectuses
• Course leaflets/brochures
• HE Fairs and Open Days/visits
• Talk to friends/family/current 

students



Support from Connexions

Connexions can offer advice, guidance and information on applications 
to HE, employment, voluntary work, gap year and self employment 
with the help of:

• Personal Advisors in schools, colleges and Connexions Centres 
(Dewsbury, Halifax and Huddersfield)

• telephone and e-mail support – Learningline 0800 5 979 979• telephone and e-mail support – Learningline 0800 5 979 979
• excellent information resources in Connexions Centres and links 

through www.workabout.org.uk
• Unifacts for Parents 



Points to remember

• University contract is with the student, not the parent
• Be aware of application deadlines
• Not getting on with flatmates is unfortunate but not the 

end of the world and it happens a lot
• Their idea of being ‘fine’ and yours may be different
• Sometimes the student isn’t ready to go to uni at 18
• Big life change for both students and parents
• It may all look very complicated but it will all come 

together.  Get help if needed.
• www.hud.ac.uk/undergraduate/parentsandcarers/



Follow HuddersfieldUni on

Open Days 

Huddersfield Campus
Wednesday 15 June

Saturday 17 September
Wednesday 26 October
Thursday 27 October

Barnsley Campus    Oldham Campus

We offer a lively environment for study with excell ent and distinctive degrees

Over 22,000 students study with us, on over 400 cour ses

www.hud.ac.uk

Barnsley Campus    Oldham Campus
Thursday 16 June          22 June
Tuesday 23 August
Wednesday 19 October


